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ABSTRACT: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a flat heat pipe and a method for 
manufacturing the same, wherein an appropriate steam passage can be 
formed in the longitudinal direction of a flat metal container even in the case 
where a metal pipe having a built-in wire mesh wick member has been 
squashed and processed to have a flat form, and wherein a long heat pipe 
can be readily manufactured. 

SOLUTION: A wire mesh wick member 4 is extended along the 
longitudinal direction of one surface of a metal plate, such as a long copper 
strip having a given width and thickness, and fixed by lap joint through a 
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seam weld 4A. The metal plate is then rolled up so that the member 4 
comes inside to form a cylindrical shape, while the joint is joined by a weld 
2A, and processed into a circular or elliptical copper pipe. The copper pipe 
is subjected to a flattening process and formed into a metal container 5, i.e., 
a flat copper pipe having a section of a given width and thickness. The 
metal container 5 is further processed into a flat heat pipe having given 
gaps 6 with the member 4 being extended therein in the longitudinal 
direction. Thus, the flat heat pipe is manufactured. 
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